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BACKGROUND

Provincial regulations require MVCA to plan and develop its properties while considering the
lands, programs and services available from other organizations within our jurisdiction.

...how the lands owned and controlled by the authority may,

i augment any natural heritage located within the authority’s
area of jurisdiction, and

ji. integrate with other provincially or municipally owned lands or
other publicly accessible lands and trails within the authority’s
area of jurisdiction.

Section 10. (1) 3. of O. Reg. 686/21

This study was carried out to answer the following questions:

What walking/hiking, camping, and boat launch facilities are available in the watershed?
What amenities do those sites provide?

Which properties are getting used the most?

Are the popular facilities meeting the needs of the community?

What do people value about those sites?

Are more conservation area “type” facilities needed, and if so what should they focus
on?

The study had three components:

1.
2.

3.

Desktop review of existing hiking, camping, and boat launch facilities in the watershed.
Comparison of current facility availability versus data collected by MVCA in 1982, and
Master Plans carried out between 1972 and 1989.

Survey of the public regarding their hiking, camping and boat launch use.

The following sections summarize the findings of this study.

NOTE: there are inconsistencies in some data that are being reviewed. The document and
analyses will be finalized once data inconsistencies are resolved.
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Recreational Facilities Within MVCA’s Jurisdiction

Tables 1-4 list available facilities and their amenities, as found via a web search in 2024. DRAFT.
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Table 3: Linear
Trails

Walking Trail

Parking

Washrooms
Signage
Fees
Camping
Boat Launch
Museum
Accessible Area
Rentals
Dogs Allowed
Picnic Areas
Biking Trail
ATV Trail
Education
Fishing

Lookout

Boardwalk

Canoing

Plavground

Beach

Huntine

Trans Canada
Trail - Ottawa
Valley
Recreation
Trail®

<
<
<
<

Trans Canada
Trail - Lanark
Linkx

Trans Canada
Trail - Carleton
Place Trailway*

Trans Canada
Trail - Ottawa
Carleton
Trailway”

Tay Havelock
Trail¥

Ottawa Valley
Rail TrailX

Riverside Trail,
AlmonteXV

Riverwalk Trail,
cpx

Riverside Park
Trail, CP*Vi
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Table 4:
Municipal,
Provincial &
Federal Sites

Parking
Washrooms
Signage
Fees
Camping
Boat Launch
Museum
Accessible
Rentals
Picnic Areas
Biking Trail
ATV Trail
Education

Fishing

Lookout

Boardwalk

Canoing

Playground

Beach

Hunting

Pinhey's
PointVi

< |Walking Trail

< |Dogs Allowed

<
<
<
<
<

Carp Hills*ii

<

<

Sheila McKee
ParkXix

South March
Highlands
Conservation
Forest®

Kizell Pond
Natural
Reserve*

Torbolton
Forest*

NCC Greenbelt -
Shirley’s Bay,
Watt’s Creek>i

Mississippi Lake
National
Wildlife
Area/Bird
Sanctuary®V

Bon Echo
Provincial
Park*xv

Fitzroy Harbour
Provincial
Park»vi

Silver Lake
Provincial
Parkxxvii

Sharbot Lake
Provincial
Parkxxviii

Marsh Trail*i

Roy Brown Park
Trail®>

Crotch Lake*
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1982 to 2024 Comparison
Tables 5 provides DRAFT 2024 metrics where data was available.
Table 5: Key Metrics of Recreation Facilities, 2024 | Trails (km)! | Area (ha)? | Camp Sites
Mill of Kintail CA 7.6 62.0 -
Morris Island CA 6.0 47.0 -
Purdon CA 1.7 26.0 -
Palmerston-Canonto CA 4.4 95.7 -
Carp River CA 4.0 32.0 -
K&P Trail CA 35.0 95.0 -
Blueberry Mountain 4.7 506.0 -
High Lonesome Nature Reserve 8.5 80.1 -
Marble Woodlands 3.7 80.1 -
Poole Family Nature Sanctuary 2.0 44.5 -
Trans Canada Trail - Ottawa Valley Recreation Trail 28.7 - -
Trans Canada Trail - Lanark Link 4.2 - -
Trans Canada Trail - Carleton Place Trailway 6.8 - -
Trans Canada Trail - Ottawa Carleton Trailway 23.3 - -
Tay Havelock Trail 22.0 - -
Ottawa Valley Rail Trail 62.5 - -
Riverside Trail, AlImonte 7.5 - -
Riverwalk Trail, CP 1.9 - -
Riverside Park Trail, CP 0.5 - -
Pinhey's Point 3.5 35.0 -
Carp Hills 10.0 1,000 -
Sheila McKee Park 2.0 47.0 -
South March Highlands Conservation Forest 15.2 450.0 -
Kizell Pond Natural Reserve 3.0 19.0 -
NCC Greenbelt — Shirley’s Bay and Watt’s Creek 29.6 862.0 -
Mississippi Lake National Wildlife Area / Bird
Sanctuary 3.0 300.0 -
Bon Echo Provincial Park 17.0 8,294.0 623.0
Fitzroy Harbour Provincial Park 3.0 198.4 406.0
Silver Lake Provincial Park / Marsh Trail 0.5 43.2 148.0

! Trail kilometers rounded to the nearest tenth decimal place.
2 Area hectarage rounded to the nearest tenth decimal place.
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Table 5: Key Metrics of Recreation Facilities, 2024 | Trails (km)! | Area (ha)? | Camp Sites
Sharbot Lake Provincial Park 1.7 80.0 194.0
Roy Brown Park Trail, CP 2.1 10.6 -
North Frontenac Parklands - Crotch Lake, Big Gull
Lake, Kashwakamak Lake 11.3 i i
Torbolton Forest 30.0 260

366.9 12,667.7 1,487.0

Population Change

The following population assumptions were made to allow for the comparison of current versus

historical levels of services:

e 1988 population: 80,0003
e 2023 population: 264,000*

This represents a population growth rate of approximately 228% over 35 years, or an average of

5% per year.

DRAFT Analysis

Tables 6 through 10 compare current facility data against data collected by MVCA in 1982 and
from Master Plans completed between 1972 and 1989. For each metric, a service level is
provided based upon the estimated population of the watershed at the time the data was

collected.
Tablt.e 6 . Bon Echo | Sharbot Lake | Silver Lake Fitzroy
Provincial Parks - campsites
1982-1989 530° 185° 170’ 2517
2024 6238 194° 14810 40611

Total Campsites circa 1980s = 1,136 or 70 persons/campsite
Total Campsites 2024 = 1,371 or 193 persons/campsite

3MVCA Annual General Reports for 1988.

4 MNR Development and Hazard Policy Branch. Apportionment Data for 2025. August 2024.
5 Bon Echo Provincial Park Management Planning Background Information & Issues, 1988.

6 Sharbot Lake Provincial Park Management Plan. November 1988.

7 MVCA Recreation Study, 1982.

8 Ontario Parks, Bon Echo Provincial Park, 2024.

° Ontario Parks, Sharbot Lake Provincial Park, 2024.

10 Ontario Parks, Silver Lake Provincial Park, 2024.

11 Ontario Parks, Fitzroy Provincial Park, 2024.
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| St | S| oy | Ty
Provincial Parks - area (ha)
1977-1989 6,644° 69° 327 18512 311
2024 8,2948 80° 4310 19811 3514

Total Ha. Provincial Parks circa 1980s = 6,961 or 11.5 persons/ha.

Total Ha. Provincial Parks 2024 = 8,650 or 30.5 persons/ha.
Table 8: . Mill of Morris . Palmerston
Conservation Areas - . Purdon | Carp River
Kintail Island -Canonto

area (ha)
1979-1988 6218 4718 1818 - 10718
2024 621 4715 26%° 321> 961>

Total Ha. Conservation Areas circa 1980s = 234 or 342 persons/ha.

Total Ha. Conservation Areas 2024 = 263 or 1,004 persons/ha.
Table 9: . Mill of Morris Carp | Palmerston-
Conservation Areas - .. Purdon . K&P
. Kintail Island River Canonto

trails (km)

1982-1990 7.016 919 1.2Y - 1.518 40.01°
2024 7.6%° 6.01° 1.7% 4.0% 4.4% 35.0%°
Total Km. of CA Trails circa 1980s = 58.7 or 1,363 persons/km.

Total Km. of CA Trails 2024 = 58.7 or 4,497 persons/km.

Table 10: Total

Hiking Trails in watershed (km)
Circa 1980s 200%°
2024 367

2 Fitzroy Provincial Park Management Plan, 1984.

13 Pinhey Heritage Park Master Plan Study, 1977.

Total KM of Trails circa 1980s = 200 or 400 persons/km.
Total KM of Trails 2024 = 367 or 719 persons/km.

14 https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/museums-and-historic-sites/pinheys-point-historic-site#

Accessed October 9, 2024.

15 https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/ Accessed October 9, 2024.

18 Mill of Kintail Master Plan, 1988.
17 purdon Conservation Area Master Plan, February 1986.

18 MVCA Annual General Reports for 1988.
1% MVCA Annual General Reports for 1990.
20 Estimated based on available historical data.
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DRAFT Recreation Facilities Study: Summary Report v2



https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/museums-and-historic-sites/pinheys-point-historic-site
https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/

Existing “Conservation Area-Type” Land in the Watershed, 2024

The following DRAFT estimates are based upon available GIS data for sites with known hiking/walking
trails.

Conservation Area-type Lands in Jurisdiction Ha
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves 9,185
MVCA 358
MMLT 711
Baird Trail 36
Greenbelt and Ottawa Land 2,413
Total 12,703
Watershed size 435,322
% of jurisdiction 5%
2023 Population 264,000
Population/ha. 21 per/ha.

Recreational Facilities Survey

Overview

MVCA developed and distributed a survey to gain an understanding of the recreational facility
needs within the Mississippi River watershed. The survey included a list of 34 local sites and
asked questions about individual’s use, favourite features and satisfaction.

A total of 198 surveys were completed. Results were analyzed where a minimum of 25
responses were received to a question.

Who participated?

e 29% were from Mississippi Mills

e 15% were from Carleton Place

e 15% were from Beckwith Township

October 2024 DRAFT Recreation Facilities Study: Summary Report v2



Addington Highlands
Beckwith

Carleton Place

Carp

Central Frontenac
Drummond/ North Elms...
Kanata

Lanark Highlands
Mississippi Mills

North Frontenac

Tay Valley

West Carleton

|
Other

0% 10% 20% 30%

1 Survey Demographics Chart

e 47% were born between 1946-1964 (Boomer),
e 33% were born between 1965-1967 (Gen. X)
o 14% were born between 1980-1994 (Millennial).
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Highlights: Recreational Habits & Needs

Respondents throughout the watershed participate in walking/hiking activities more often than
boating/watercraft activities and tent camping. The survey results showed that in the past 5-

years:

e 92% of respondents have been walking/hiking

e 82% of respondents have participated in boating/watercraft activities
e 32% of respondents have participated in tent camping

Regarding their usage:

e 87% of respondents do not belong to a club or group that organizes activities.

e 98% have easy access to a car for outdoor recreation activities.

Regarding the need for more facilities:

e 53% of respondents agreed and 35% disagree that more facilities are needed in the
watershed to support walking/hiking activities.

e 44% of respondents agree and 41% disagree that more facilities are needed in the
watershed to support boating and other watercraft activities.

e 57% of respondents agree and 28% disagree that more facilities are needed in the

watershed to support tent camping.

Comments Received
Improve accessibility.

e Public washroom facilities needed.

e Increased and updated signage
needed.

e Parking access.

e Improved access to trails.

e Seating/Rest Areas.

e Lighting on trails.

Partner with other organizations.
Dog Policies.

e There are mixed opinions on dog
policies, with some wanting more off-
leash areas and others emphasizing the
need for dogs to be on-leash for safety.

October 2024

Facilities and Maintenance
e More staff/funds required for
increased maintenance (hazard
removal)
Recreational Opportunities

e More walking/hiking trails.

e Extend and improve current trails.

e Need for boat launches/access points

for kayaks/canoes.

e Better upkeep of the current launches
Non-motorized craft/activities with low
impact on the environment.

Tent camping facilities need better upkeep

e Litter/Garbage issues.
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Highlights: Walking/Hiking Sites
The most popular sites for walking/hiking activities were the Mill of Kintail Conservation Area,
the Riverwalk Trail in Carleton Place, the Ottawa Valley Rail Trail and Riverside Trail in Almonte.

Top 10 Most Frequented Walking/Hiking Sites

m1.  Mill of Kintail CA, Mississippi Mills

m2. Ottawa Valley Rail Trail, Lanark/Renfrew
3.  Riverwalk Trail, Carleton Place
4. Riverside Trail, Aimonte

W5, MorrisIsland CA, Ottawa

m6. Other Crown land

B7. Urban Paths and Parks

WM 8. Trans Canada Trail, Ottawa

The sites most frequently identified as a “top-three most frequented” property for walking and

hiking activities were:

NoukwbnE

Mill of Kintail Conservation Area
Ottawa Valley Rail Trail
Riverwalk Trail in Carleton Place
Riverside Trail in Almonte
Morris Island Conservation Area
Crown land

Urban paths/parks.

The majority of respondents use these sites 2-6 times per year with the exception of the
Ottawa Valley Rail Trail (OVRT) and Urban Paths/Parks that are used multiple times per week.

Respondents believe that public use of the top 10 walking/hiking sites has increased over the

past five years.

Features that respondent identified as most important at the top 10 walking/hiking sites were:

e Drive from home less than 30 minutes, e One or more vistas/look-outs

e Presence of water features e Dogs on leash permitted on the trails
e Quiet/seclusion/privacy e Wildlife viewing opportunities

e Variety of trail routes and distances e Trails with challenging terrain

e Easy parking access

October 2024
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Top 10 walking/hiking sites have a high level of satisfaction with the majority of respondents.
The majority of respondent’s satisfaction with these sites has stayed the same (pre and post
COVID-19) over the past five years.

Highlights Boating/Watercraft Sites

Top 4 Most Frequented Boating/Watercraft Sites

B Other Location (Not on
list)
B Municipal Boat Launch

B Morris Island CA, Ottawa

Other Crown land

The most popular sites for boating and watercraft activities were Crown Land, Morris Island,
various municipal boat launches, and numerous other locations throughout the watershed that
included private docks at cottages.

The most popular locations identified for boating and watercraft activities were:

1. The Mississippi River 4. Clayton Lake
2. Mississippi Lake 5. Clyde River
3. The Ottawa River 6. Tay River

The most popular locations of municipal boat launches were:

1. Mississippi Lake, 4. Almonte
2. Mississippi River 5. Kashwakamak Lake
3. Locations within Carleton Place

Crown Land most often used by respondents for boating/watercraft activities is within Lanark
County, followed closely by North Frontenac Parklands. For water access:

e Many sites “not listed” in the survey were used more than 10 times per year
e Municipal boat launches were typically used 4-9 times per year
e Morris Island and Crown Land are typically used less than 4 times per year
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Respondents believe that public use of these most frequented sites has increased over the past
five years.

Common important features identified by respondents for the top 4 boating/watercraft sites
were:

The waterbody is not overused,

The waterbody has islands or other interesting landscapes,
The waterbody is easily navigated,

Drive from home less than 30 minutes; and

Limited shoreline development of the waterbody.

uiewN R

Respondents are either satisfied or very satisfied with the top 4 boating/watercraft sites. Their
level of satisfaction has stayed the same (pre and post COVID-19) over the past five years.

Tent Camping Sites

Top 5 Most Frequented Tent Camping Sites

B Other Camping Location (Not
Listed)

B Other Crown Land

H Sharbot Lake Provincial Park

Silver Lake Provincial Park

The most popular sites for tent camping were:

Locations “not listed” in the survey,
Crown land,

Sharbot Lake Provincial Park,

Silver Lake Provincial Park; and
Fitzroy Harbour Provincial Park.

nkwNR

Other popular sites identified by respondents were:

o Bon Echo Provincial Park o North Frontenac Parklands
o Algonquin National Park o Charleston Lake
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On average, respondents use the top 5 tent camping sites less than 4 days per year. However,
those using Crown Land tend to stay more than 8 days per year during the open season.

The majority of respondents believe that public use has increased at camping sites over the
past five years.

Common important features identified by respondents for the top 5 most frequented tent
camping sites include:

1. The property has affordable campsites,

2. The property has well defined campsites,
3. Drive from home less than 90 minutes; and
4. The property is largely in a natural state.

The top 5 tent camping sites have a high level of satisfaction, with the majority of respondents
being either satisfied or very satisfied. The majority of respondent’s stated that their level of
satisfaction has stayed the same over the past five years (pre and post COVID-19).

"https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/mill-of-kintail/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

it https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/morris-island/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

i https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/purdon/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

v https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/palmerston-canonto/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

vV https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/carp-river/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

Vi https://mvc.on.ca/conservation-areas/kp/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

Vil https://www.lanarkhighlands.ca/lh-discover/outdoor-activities/trails Assessed October 9, 2024.

viil https://www.mmlt.ca/protecting-nature/our-protected-properties/high-lonesome-nature-reserve Assessed
October 9, 2024.

% https://www.mmlt.ca/properties/marble-woodlands Assessed October 9, 2024.

X https://www.mmlt.ca/properties/poole-family-nature-sanctuary Assessed October 9, 2024.

xi

https://tctrail.ca/? gl=1%2A7gz153%2A up%2AMQ..%2A ga%2AMTQIMiMzMTAOMCAxNzIOMDgxNzkz%2A ga Z
63TFVPQJ6%2AMTcyNDA4MTc5MSAXLIEUMTcyNDA4MTgyMS4wLiAuMTQzMTY10TgONQ Assessed October 9,
2024.

Xi https://www.lanarkcounty.ca/en/tourism/parks-trails.aspx#County-Trails Assessed October 9, 2024.

Xil https://www.ottawavalleytrail.com/ Assessed October 9, 2024.

XV https://www.mississippimills.ca/en/explore-and-play/riverwalk.aspx Assessed October 9, 2024.

X https://www.lanarkcounty.ca/en/tourism/parks-trails.aspx#Community-Trails Assessed October 9, 2024.

i https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction Review-g887227-d14902497-Reviews-Riverside Park- Assessed October
9, 2024.Carleton Place Ontario.html Assessed October 9, 2024.

i https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/museums-and-historic-sites/pinheys-point-historic-site#section-
54d84el1d-d5bf-42ba-af7c-b36e38b597d4 Assessed October 9, 2024.

wiil https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areastsection-
5a696ed5-3e4b-4196-ab34-19d50a0aal0de Assessed October 9, 2024.

XX https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/quebec/sheila-mckee-nature-trail Assessed October 9, 2024.

* https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areastsection-
34cab60c8-98e9-47c6-b8ac-68190a3ccabe Assessed October 9, 2024.

¥ https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/kizell-pond-trail Assessed October 9, 2024.
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https://www.lanarkcounty.ca/en/tourism/parks-trails.aspx#County-Trails
https://www.ottawavalleytrail.com/
https://www.mississippimills.ca/en/explore-and-play/riverwalk.aspx
https://www.lanarkcounty.ca/en/tourism/parks-trails.aspx#Community-Trails
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g887227-d14902497-Reviews-Riverside_Park-Carleton_Place_Ontario.html
https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g887227-d14902497-Reviews-Riverside_Park-Carleton_Place_Ontario.html
https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/museums-and-historic-sites/pinheys-point-historic-site#section-54d84e1d-d5bf-42ba-af7c-b36e38b597d4
https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/museums-and-historic-sites/pinheys-point-historic-site#section-54d84e1d-d5bf-42ba-af7c-b36e38b597d4
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areas#section-5a696ed5-3e4b-4196-ab34-19d50a0aa0de
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areas#section-5a696ed5-3e4b-4196-ab34-19d50a0aa0de
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/quebec/sheila-mckee-nature-trail
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areas#section-34ca60c8-98e9-47c6-b8ac-68190a3ccabe
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areas#section-34ca60c8-98e9-47c6-b8ac-68190a3ccabe
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/kizell-pond-trail

i https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/conservation-areas#section-
5a44a7e8-8efa-4b2c-abc3-94a69a1ff7d7

i https://nce-cen.ge.ca/places/hiking-and-walking-greenbelt Assessed October 9, 2024.

©v https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-
sanctuaries/locations/mississippi-lake.html Assessed October 9, 2024.

v https://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/bonecho/activities Assessed October 9, 2024.

i https://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/fitzroy Assessed October 9, 2024.

»ii https://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/silverlake Assessed October 9, 2024.

il hitps://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/sharbotlake Assessed October 9, 2024.

XX https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/marsh-trail--3 Assessed October 9, 2024.

*x https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/roy-brown-park Assessed October 9, 2024.

¥4 hitps://www.northfrontenacparklands.com/our-parklands/campsites-maps/crotch-lake/ Assessed October 9,
2024.

xi https://www.northfrontenacparklands.com/our-parklands/campsites-maps/
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https://www.ontarioparks.ca/park/sharbotlake
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/marsh-trail--3
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/canada/ontario/roy-brown-park
https://www.northfrontenacparklands.com/our-parklands/campsites-maps/crotch-lake/
https://www.northfrontenacparklands.com/our-parklands/campsites-maps/

	BACKGROUND
	Recreational Facilities Within MVCA’s Jurisdiction
	1982 to 2024 Comparison
	Population Change
	DRAFT Analysis
	Existing “Conservation Area-Type” Land in the Watershed, 2024

	Recreational Facilities Survey
	Overview
	Who participated?
	Highlights:  Recreational Habits & Needs
	Comments Received
	Highlights:  Walking/Hiking Sites
	Highlights Boating/Watercraft Sites
	Tent Camping Sites


