
CONSERVATION ONTARIO, 
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES & 

MINISTRY OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSING 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON PROCEDURES TO 
ADDRESS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITY 

PURPOSE OF THE MOU 

The MOU defines the roles and relationships between Conservation Authorities (CAs), the 
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
(MMAH) in planning for implementation of CA delegated responsibilities under the 
Provincial One Window Planning System. 

BENEFITS TO SIGNATORY PARTIES 

It is beneficial for all parties to enter into this agreement because it clarifies the roles of 
CAs and the unique status of CAs in relationship to the Provincial One Window 
Planning System. 

DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITY FOR NATURAL HAZARDS 

CAs were delegated natural hazard responsibilities by the Minister of Natural Resources. 
A copy of the delegation letter is attached. This letter ( dated April 1995) went to all CAs 
and summarizes delegations from the MNR including flood plain management, hazardous 
slopes, Great Lakes shorelines, unstable soils and erosion which are now encompassed 
by Section 3.1 "Natural Hazards" of the Provincial Policy Statement (1997). In this 
delegated role, the CA is responsible for representing the "Provincial Interest" on these 
matters in planning exercises where the Province is not involved. 

This role does not extend to other portions of the PPS unless specifically delegated or 
assigned in writing by the Province. 
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